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20 THE MEMBERS OF THE PIF2RENTH STATE LEGISLATURE: 


1 


It gives me great pleasure tọ again welcome you to the 
Capital of the State. In doing so I am not forgetful of the work 
accomplished by the members of your Honorable Body in the previous 
session of this Logialatureo. I do not believe that at any other 
time as much lesislation was passed which was of benefit to the 
State, neither do I think that there ever oxisted such hearty 
cooperation, betwoon the Legislature and Executive branch of the 
State Government. Practically all of the legislation that the 
Executive requested was enacted into law and on account of the spirit 
of cooperation which you showed in the former session, I am glad to 
have this opportunity to assure you again of how much I appreciate 
not only the work that you did but also your willingness to consult 
and advise with me during that session 

Today you are meeting for the first time in the history of 
the State in Special Seasion, and as Governor, I have hesitated to 
call such a seseion. It is establishing a precedent which may práve 
& bed one as in some States, special sessions are called unnecessarily 
at great expense and often on account of what appears urgent need, 
hastily considered and ill-advised legislation is enacted into law. 

Tho present session has been called for the purpose of 
ratifying the Amendment to the Paderal Constitution providing for 


equal suifrage for women, While all of us have been very anxious to 


Sig, 


gue n anflisient numbor of tatoos revify this Amendment to make it a 
part of the Federal Constitution, it hal been my hopa thet a matri 
ciont nambox of States could be obtained without the necessity of 
sonveninge our Lepislature. Resently it has beaomo apparent that in, 
order to obtaia tho requisite number of States that action on the part 
of tuis State may be @beclately nocessary. Lourther, the opponents of 
suffrage have boon using as an argument against wanting equal rights 
to women thet Wyoming hed not ratified for the ranson that auffteace had 
proved a falldre in this Utate. Considering tha fact that waon in 
Uyoning wero granted tho franchise In territorial doye in 1869, thet 


we wore the first State to be admitted inte the Union with tho rights 
of womon guiventood in our Constitution, we could aot allow such a 


onarpe bo be unchallenged. after considaring tho matter from @11 
angles, ih usamod to me thas oar duby was plain and that was to ratify 
the Ameriment and to do so at Lho oarliost poysible date “I heave reason 
to bellave and siso hope that The Reaglution ratifying this Dultirege 
Amendment will reogive your wneninons support, Chis should be our 
answer to the gharga that euffrage do a tallur: in yoming 

In celling thle session, the matter of bringing up other. 
logieletion has boon Goneiderad and hal we any provision in tag lew 
whereby the Exeaubive could Limit the business of tho special session 
as is possible in other Siates, thera aru n meiber of mattera which I 
would have apkead you to consider at this tine, Gome of thom are of 
great importance to the State but I believe that it ia botter for ail 
oonaoimed that ali of them with the possible exception of amendments te 
the Irrigation District lew go over until the next roewlor eaeston than 


‘boat wa should have a long and cow bly genion af chis tine. The past 


gokan deminetrated the nuud of Reservoir Later in many of onr Irrigse 


tion Districts and the necessity of additions] water supply. Unday the 
present lew it is impossible so orgeaixe Irrigation Districts, bo that 
those benefited pey in souvrdance with the benefite merived, and for 
tha, reason z wola recomend that legisiation to relieve this situation 
be gonaiderad at this time. But if you should deotde to consider this 
Sather I would request thes every effort be made to finish the business 
of thie Session as speedily an possible not only on momint of the 

expense but gleo throug a rouligetion that many mewbers Lave come here 
abe great inconvetiense to themselves and desire te roturn home nè ss- 
eariy a date ua possible, 

in closing i desiro to ‘shank you for coming here. Brom the 

Letters that I have racetved from you, T know you have come cheerfully 
and that you desire to pire to the women of the Nation the mima 
privileges that she women of Wyoming, not only have Pe wat have 
denonatrated they ware worthy of mcovoduing, 


aumaary 26, 1920.. 


